jto                     The Oil Peddler
quality; they all patronized him and for those nine days he carried
on his business at the temple.
Sharp trade does not always bring profits;
Honesty may not necessarily cause loss of capital.
On the ninth day Chin Chung left the temple after having sold
all his oil. "The day was clear and bright, and pleasure seekers
were out like ants." Carrying his empty barrels on a pole over his
shoulder, Chin Chung walked along the bank of the lake and took
in all the sights of that famous resort. When he began to feel a
little tired, he went back to an open space to the right of the temple
and sat down on a rock to rest. Presently he noticed several gen-
tlemen in fine clothes emerging from a house not far from him,
followed by a young lady. At the door she stopped and bade them
good-by and then went back into the house.
In the meantime Chin Chung had been feasting his eyes on the
young woman, for in beauty of feature and gracefulness of car-
riage he had never seen her equal. He became quite intoxicated
with her beauty. However, he was an innocent youth and did not
know what to make of what he had seen. As he was thus won-
dering to himself a middle-aged woman came out of the house
with a young maid. When the woman saw Chin Chung's oil bar-
rels she said to the maid, "We were just about to send out for oil.
Since there is a peddler here, let us get it from him." The maid
went inside and returned with a jug. But all this time Chin Chung
was thinking about the young beauty he had just seen so that he
did not come to himself until the maid approached him and called,
"Peddler." Then he answered, "I have no more oil today, but I
shall come back tomorrow if you want it."
The maid could read a little and, noting the characters written
on the barrels, she said to the older woman, "The peddler's name
is Chin." Now the woman had also heard about the reliability of
Gbtin the oil peddler. So she said to him, "We need oil every day.
If you are willing to call here I shall be glad to patronize you."
"Thank you, madam," Chin Chung said. "I shall come every